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Only a century after establishment, the aboriginal reserves created by the McKee Treaty
vanished almost completely by 1910. A century later, the existence of the reserves is nearly
unknown, even to those who now live upon them. The Huron-Wyandottes of the Anderdon
Reserve, a band comprised of Huron and Petun who settled in Southwestern Ontario, are the only
native band to collectively enfranchise exchanging their native status for a parcel of the reserve’s
land and Canadian citizenship. The paper seeks to investigate the historical context in which the
Huron-Wyandotte of Essex-County’s assimilation occurred, from the band’s integration into Fort
Detroit, in 1701, to their enfranchisement, in the early twentieth century. Furthermore, the paper
will establish the White family as both the main supporter of the enfranchisement movement and
as a representation of the band’s assimilation.

Cadillac and New France
The Huron-Wyandotte reserve’s history began in the early seventeenth century, under the
French Regime and nearly a century later through the supervision of Antoine de Lamothe
Cadillac, the Founder of Detroit. During the Beaver Wars (1629-1701), finding a common
enemy in the Iroquois led to the united retaliation by Hurons, Petuns, Ottawas, Potawatomies,
and French. Together, they repressed the Iroquois while opening Southern Ontario to peaceful
settlement.1 Although Michilimackinac in Northern Michigan was the first fort in the Great
Lakes created by the French, the Detroit-Essex region would soon become a significant
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settlement for both French and native populations as a defensive outpost to ward off the British
Colonies.2
Fearing invasion by the British Colonies, in 1701, Cadillac advocated the development of
Detroit as a native and French stronghold. The land surrounding the Fort was openly offered to
nearby native groups, displaced by Iroquois raids, who were searching for a location to settle.
Cadillac successfully attracted a combination of Huron, Petun, Ottawa, Potawatomie, and
Chippewa who settled on both sides of the Detroit River. 3 Unlike the Jesuit missionaries who
believed the native population must accept Catholicism before being introduced to European
customs, Cadillac expressed his hope for the creation of a Christianized and civilized French
speaking native population through intermarriage and gallicization. This proposal, along with his
practice of trading alcohol, lead to a conflict with the Jesuits. As a result, Cadillac’s expedition to
Detroit included a Recollet priest as opposed to a Jesuit.4 While Cadillac was later removed from
power, his efforts began the assimilation of the Huron-Wyandottes.
In contrast to Cadillac’s overambitious goals, the Catholic missionary’s success is first
indicated by the Huron’s request for a missionary, granted in 1728, after their third petition to the
Governor of New France. The majority had been converted to Christianity by Father Armand de
La Richardie, the local Jesuit missionary, as his personal correspondence with other missionaries
expressed the notion that he believed the whole tribe had been successfully converted. In 1747,
the Huron Missionary settlement was attacked by rebel Hurons from Sandusky, who were
supported by the British. Due to the raids, the Huron Missionary inhabitants were forced to
return to Detroit for protection. The following year, the Governor provided five thousand livres
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to rebuild a new missionary, located on present day Huron Church Line. 5 This settlement across
the Detroit River provided the native population with a temporary respite from the French
influences. As tensions between the French and British colonies increased during the late 1740s,
New France’s government began to push for increased settlement in Detroit. The rapid influx of
settlers had outgrown Detroit’s boundaries and by 1749, French families began inhabiting the
Petite Côte, a small settlement along the southern shores of the river. The rate of growth in the
Petite Côte would later threaten the native’s possession of the nearby land.6

British Rule and the McKee Treaty
The defeat of the French, in the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763), resulted in the fall of New
France and conquest by the British. Upon their victory, the British government enacted the
British Royal Proclamation of 1763, which responded to native unrest by providing a degree of
certainty to native rights to land by restricting the private purchase of native land.7 While the
native population had acquired a degree of stability in regard to retaining their land, their culture
would continue to be threatened. In the case of the Essex native population, the diversity within
the settlement would be reduced by the Ottawa’s abandonment of the region, in 1763, due to
Pontiac’s urge for rebellion against the British.8 Similarly, in 1781, the death of the reserve’s best
advocate, Jesuit leader Pierre Potier who mastered and recorded the Huron language, marked the
decline of Native and European cohabitation.9
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An influx of Loyalists settling in the region, caused by the American Revolution, resulted in
the need for additional land on the southern shores of the Detroit river. In response, several
sizeable land transactions were made by both the Indian Department and William Caldwell, a
lieutenant colonel in the American Revolutionary War and later Superintendent of
Indians, though they were not obtained legally.10 The Indian Department grant established the
early boundaries of Malden, which was a significant tract of land surrounding Fort Malden.
William Caldwell's tract, however, would later become the foundation for both Gosfield and
Colchester townships, both to the east of the native settlements.11 These developments resulted in
the Huron-Wyandottes being surrounded by growing European settlements.
Forced to legally acquire the previously taken land through the government, Alexander
McKee, a British agent of the Indian department, had to officially obtain a native land cession for
Southwestern Ontario. The McKee Treaty of 1790 resulted in the cession a massive tract of land
encompassing the entirety of the land south of the Thames River. This cession, by the Ottawa,
Chippewa, Potawatomie, and Hurons, established two reserves in the Detroit region. 12 The
largest reserve became known as Anderdon and was highly populated, while the smaller Huron
Church reserve was sparsely populated. These reserves, especially the portion of the Anderdon
reserve near the Canard River infuriated local settlers of the Petite Côte who hoped to have more
access to the region. Despite the settler's interest in the Riviere-aux-Canard land, the HuronWyandotte refused to cede the land they had just recently obtained.13 Holding firm to their
convictions, the band's continued hope to retain the Anderdon Reserve would eventually result in
their enfranchisement.
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In 1796, Britain's loss of Detroit resulted in the need for both more land, and a strong trade
post along the Detroit River. The Huron Church reserves lie just across the river from Detroit,
thus it proved the most optimal location for a new settlement. In order to establish the township
of Sandwich, in 1797, the Administrator of Upper Canada, Peter Russell, purchased the lands of
the Huron Church Reserve. Though the division of the Huron Church reserve began
immediately, it took several years for the official surrenders to be completed.14

Removal and Assimilation
In 1828 a new policy of cultural imperialism was adopted, under Lieutenant-Governor John
Colborne. With financial support from the government, European style houses and schools were
built on the reserve, in addition to developing agriculture infrastructure and training. Five years
later, Colborne would approach the reserve with a treaty of surrender in an attempt to persuade
the occupants to farm individual plots of land.15 The band’s unity was fractured by the offer, and
before negotiations were completed Colborne was replaced by Sir Francis Bond Head who
preferred the idea of removal. In 1836, of Anderdon’s 23,000 acres, two thirds were surrendered
and sold at auction forming Anderdon Township.16 Two years later, Sir George Arthur replaced
Francis Bond Head as Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada. Persuaded by the appeal of local
missionaries, he believed Christianized natives could be integrated into European society by
offering incentives such as the right to hold office and vote. From here, the federal Indian policy
shifted from removal to assimilation.17 This policy was supported by a report in 1842 by

14

Lajeunesse, cxvii-cxviii.
Laurie Leclair, “The Huron-Wyandottes of Anderdon township a case study in native adaption, 1701-1914”
(master’s thesis, University of Windsor, 1988), 39.
16
Leclair, 40.
17
Leclair, 40-41.
15

6

Anderdon chieftain, George Ironsides, which identified key cultural differences between the
Huron-Wyandottes and the Chippewas. According to Ironsides, the majority of the Huron
families who had been influenced by Christianity were significantly more proficient in farming
compared to the traditionalist Chippewa. Similarly, the Hurons resided in dwelling houses and
succeeded at animal husbandry while the Chippewas continued to live in wigwams.18 The
findings of the report indicated a noticeable difference between the lifestyles of the traditionalist
Chippewas and the European influenced Wyandottes.
Religious differences also proved evident, every Huron had been Christianised, with the
Roman Catholic natives attending mass in Amherstburg. While in comparison, Christianity had
very little impact on the Chippewa of Pelee Island.19 The ideas presented in Ironsides' report
proved that the Huron-Wyandottes of the Anderdon Reserve were prime candidates for
enfranchisement. The final element leading toward the assimilation of the Anderdon Reserve
occurred six years later, in 1848, when the Chippewa families surrendered their land in exchange
for relocation to Walpole Island. This marked the end of the traditionalist influence within the
Reserve, leaving the entire tribe eligible to mass enfranchisement.20

The Enfranchisement Process
On June 10th, 1857, “An Act to Encourage the Gradual Civilisation of the Indian Tribes in this
Province and to Amend the Laws Respecting Indians” was enacted. This legislation offered
natives the opportunity to exchange their legal status as an Indian and their position within the
band, including annual incomes, for a parcel of reserve land and complete Canadian
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citizenship.21 Headed by the White family, the majority of the Anderdon reserve supported the
concept of collective enfranchisement. However, the more conservative faction lead by the
prominent Warrow and Clarke families argued for gradual enfranchisement. Increased pressure
from Anderdon Township and the expanding Southern Railway slowly worsened the political
fracture within the Reserve.22 Amidst the conflict, Peter Clarke would take leadership of the
conservative faction while actively attempting to hinder the White family’s plans.
On May 2nd, 1871, Peter Clarke sent a letter to the Minister of the Interior which contested
Joseph White’s ancestry and position as chieftain.23 According to Clarke, White was the son of
an American adopted as an infant by the Wyandottes and that White’s family was attempting to
singlehandedly control the politics of the band. Due to their assimilation, the question of nativity
had been disregarded by the band as the White family had successfully gained the majority vote
within the band.24 Regardless of Peter Clarke’s opposition to collective enfranchisement, the
entire band valued their possession of the land over their native status. As portions of their
reserve continued to be sold to the government, the idea of enfranchisement became more
appealing to the inhabitants of the reserve.
After the original act to enfranchise was passed, it was poorly received across Canada by the
native population. However, due to the Huron-Wyandotte’s unique evolution they sought for
better terms that were adopted by the Canadian government, in 1876, and enacted as the
legislation “An Act to Amend and Consolidate the Laws Respecting Indians.”25 This not only
highlights the degree to which the band had assimilated, as the government fully supported their
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enfranchisement, but also that they were the only band to consider the prospect of collective
enfranchisement. Through the gradual process of mass enfranchisement and land cession which
began in 1876, the Anderdon Reserve was completely surrendered by 1892.

An Investigation of the White Family
Due to their position within the band, a study of the White family provided a vantage point to
gauge the degree to which the band had assimilated into the neighbouring Anglo-Saxon and
French communities. The study of the White family is composed of an analysis of Joseph White,
Solomon White, Thomas B. White, and the burial of a European family within the Wyandotte
Indian Cemetery.
Joseph White’s obituary, written in 1885, reveals several ideas that reflect his position within
both Anglo-saxon and French societies outside the reserve. Shortly after his enfranchisement, in
1877, White abandoned the reserve lands he was granted, to purchase a house in Windsor. His
connection to the Detroit-Essex French community was strong, marrying a local French
Canadian, named Angélique Fortier, in 1832. Within the community, White was an active
member of the St. Jean Baptiste society of Amherstburg.26 The St. Jean Baptiste society was an
organization, within North America, that advocated for the survival of the French language and
identity. White’s support of the St. Jean Baptiste society highlights his perceived importance of
the French language over native identity, as he was the strongest supporter of the
enfranchisement process. Furthermore, the obituary notes, that “[h]is funeral was largely
attended and met by a deputation of the St. Jean Baptiste Society and the Catholic Clergy of
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Amherstburg.”27 While White’s importance within the French and Catholic communities are
highlighted, the only mention of his native heritage is the reference to the location of his burial in
the Wyandotte Indian Cemetery. This omission reflects the minimal cultural influences of his
native status. Similar to their father, Joseph White’s sons would abandon their native status to
rise within Canadian society.
Joseph White’s eldest son, Solomon White, was the most successful at integrating into
Canadian society. Prior to enfranchisement, he became a prevalent lawyer within the area after
being called to the bar in 1865. Only two years after his enfranchisement, Solomon was elected
as a Member of Parliament for Essex North.28 He held the position for two consecutive terms
from 1878 to 1886 and his third term from 1890 to 1894. After having left the reserve, Solomon
established and successfully ran several businesses in Windsor, Mississauga, and Cobalt Ontario.
In the Cyclopaedia of Canadian Biography: Being Chiefly Men of the Time, the author omitted
any mention of his native upbringing. This coincides with difficulties during Solomon’s position
as M.P.P at the time of the writing, in 1886, where he received a strong backlash for his support
of a native group’s rights shortly prior to the election.29 Like his brother, Thomas White proved
interested in local politics.
In 1876, Thomas White successfully campaigned for the position of Reeve of Anderdon, the
township adjacent to the Reserve. After the election, Thomas’ victory was called into question by
Dallas Norvell, Thomas’ opponent in the election, and was brought to court under the title GIBB
v. WHITE. Norvell’s lawyer, O’ Brien, argued that White had “[u]surped the office under the
“Chief Joseph White Obituary.”
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pretence of an election” and that his “election of said office should be declared invalid and void
as he had not yet enfranchised and therefore did not legally hold property.” 30However, Thomas
had previously purchased and lived on surrendered land in Anderdon and therefore qualified for
the position as he no longer resided on the reserve.31 While his native heritage did not prevent
him from taking office, evidently it proved problematic for his political aspirations and
acceptance into European society.
By investigating the White Family’s status and involvement in social groups, it is evident that
they valued relationships with the surrounding French and Anglo-Saxon communities. This
concept reinforces the acceptance of a European family into the reserve’s cemetery. The
Wyandotte Indian Cemetery, located along the riverfront and now Middleside Road, is the only
tract of un-surrendered land from the Anderdon Reserve. As such, the cemetery continued to be
under the jurisdiction of the Indian Department and the Huron-Wyandotte band. However,
between 1916-1979 the burial of several Drouillard family members highlights the reduced
significance placed on native status within the band, as the family was not a part of the band nor
were they Métis, thus they had no cultural affiliation and instead relied on social ties to obtain
burial plots.32
According to oral history passed down through the family, Césaire Drouillard was a close
friend with Solomon White, during the period when the Wyandotte Cemetery plots were
purchased from the White family by Samuel Drouillard, Césaire’s son. While there is no direct
documentation of the sale recorded after the dissolution of the band, it is possible to prove a

“Regina Ex REL. Gibb V. White,” in Reports of Cases Determined in the Practice Court and Chambers Vol. 5,
ed. Henry O’Brien (Toronto: Rowsell & Hutchison, 1872), 315-318.
31
“Regina Ex REL. Gibb V. White,” 318.
32
Wyandotte Indian Cemetery Grave Marker Diagram, Wyandotte Papers, Marsh Historical Collection,
Amherstburg, Ontario.
30

11

close relationship between the two families. The first link between the Drouillard and White
families originates from the location in which the Drouillards settled in the early 1830s. Basil
Drouillard, Césaire’s father, moved from Québec and settled in the Riviere Aux Canards region
which either lay within or bordered on the Anderdon Reserve.33 This would have facilitated the
establishment of a friendship with the nearby band as they would have been the closest
settlement.
The link between Césaire Drouillard and Solomon White originates from their business
relationship. Like many families in the Detroit-Essex region, the Drouillards practiced land
speculation and as such required legal representation.34 Numerous legal documents uncovered,
which range from 1867 through 1887, prove a long-standing relationship between the two that
began before Solomon’s enfranchisement. Multiple deeds of sale involving Césaire Drouillard
indicate that Solomon White acted as the Commissioner for taking affidavits. For example, a
deed of land from Thomas Antaya to Césaire Drouillard, dated June 28th, 1867 identifies
Solomon White as the Commissioner for taking affidavits.35 Furthermore, in the court case of
Césaire Drouillard against Jean Baptiste Meloche and Paul Laframboise, Solomon White is
indicated as having been involved in the process, as his signature appears on the court case’s
documentation.36
The final question left unanswered is whether the White family had the authority to sell the
burial plots. Under the 1876 Indian Act, there are no written regulations that would prevent the
burial of a non-native person on a reserve cemetery. Though it would require acceptance by the
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Band or Indian Department.37 According to the Amherstburg Echo’s article on the Wyandotte
Council of July 9th, 1875, the control of the Wyandotte Cemetery was granted to a group of
trustees. This motion was accepted by the White family, with Solomon White acting as the
council secretary and Thomas White as the council chairman. Furthermore, their presence within
the band’s politics, demonstrates that they had considerable influence over the appointed
trustees.38 The eventual purchase of the burial plots was confirmed through the investigation of
the final Will and Testament of Césaire Drouillard, written in 1912, which indicated his wish to
be buried in the cemetery. This arrangement was accepted and confirmed legally through the
Surrogate Court of Essex County, following his death in 1917.39
The French influences on the native population in the Detroit border region, have been
present since the establishment of the settlement in 1701. The abandonment of the reserve, by the
traditionalist bands, such as the Chippewa, only further propagated their assimilation.
Surrounded by European settlements and heavily influenced by Christian missionaries, the
remaining members of the Anderdon Reserve were forced to integrate into European society. By
the 1876 amendment to the enfranchisement process, the band unanimously supported the
process and were willing to exchange their native status in exchange for land and citizenship.
The study of the tribe’s chieftain, Joseph White, and his family proves the degree to which the
band had assimilated by the 1870s. Unlike any other native band, the Huron-Wyandotte of the
Anderdon reserve not only collectively enfranchised but also integrated seamlessly into the
surrounding societies while leaving very few traces of their existence.
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